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Madurai is
a delight to explore.
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and diverse

a gastronomical paradise

TAMIL NADU

Sleepless

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANAND SANKAR

Vibrant, colourful
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CLOCKWISE FROM FACING PAGE The famous Meenakshi
Temple; exotic detail from the temple; visit the scenic
Thiruparankundram temple; a Junior Villa at Heritance hotel;

buying Madurai jasmine

T IS HARD TO MISS the temple town imprint on
Madurai. Driving into the city, the most prominent
directions are to the focal point, the Meenakshi-
Sundareswarar Temple, followed by the assortment
of smaller places of worship that dot the city and its
periphery. The typical hustle and bustle associated with
a place of pilgrimage is ever-present. Yes, it can be
a harsh sensory overload if you are a first-time visitor.
Finding time and space to yourself in Madurai,
immediately, can be tough indeed.

That is precisely the reason | felt some R&R (rest and
rejuvenation) should be first on order as soon as | set foot
here. It's easier to achieve that agenda if your room comes
with a pool. The city’s newest hotel, Heritance Madurai,
promised a breath of fresh air, and a couple of hours lazing
around in the floral-scented plunge pool delivered exactly
that. The Heritance is Madurai’s first luxury spa and resort,
located in an expansive campus on the fringes of the heart
of the city (not the outskirts) and it seemed the right kind
of launch pad to explore the city from.

The spanking-new Heritance follows on from the
Heritance brand’s critically-acclaimed properties in Sri
Lanka. The 70-plus capacity resort, has been designed in
accordance with the legendary Lankan architect Geoffrey
Bawa’s “tropical modernism” design philosophy. Distilled,
the essence of the design is raw minimalism. Design cues
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